EXAMLEC 20/10/2005 3:44 PM

ELTE-CETT Applied Linguistics Lecture 

        


EXAM ORIENTATION

1. The nature of the exam

Two parts:

· Part1: General knowledge and understanding of AL terminology (see #2 below). 12 items, one for each lecture, each marked 0, 1 or 2. Max. points 24; you must score at least 12 in order to pass exam.

· Part 2: 300-500-word essay showing ability to apply insights from Applied Linguistics to understanding/tackling practical teaching problems (see #3 below). Max score 24. 

· Max. time allowed for whole exam: 3 hrs. Overall passmark for whole exam: 50%

2. Part 1:

"Give short explanations (max 5 lines each) of the following terms as they were used in the AL lectures (L=lecture) and/or the required readings. Express your answers clearly and unambiguously: do not just list a few related terms, and do not copy out everything you remember about the general topic. If you use examples make sure they clarify your answer."

How to pass

· Attend lectures, read lecture notes, read set texts.

· Look out for tricky terms & concepts; consult tutors/peers about them if necessary.

· Practise explaining terms

· implied reader: "intelligent, educated non-specialist" (e.g. "yourself, a year ago"?).

How to fail

· over-reliance on memorising definitions.

· cribs (especially other people's).

· "dump-truck" answers.

· not indicating clearly WHICH term you are explaining!

3. Part 2

In this part you must choose ONE of three teaching problems, and write an essay (of between 300 and 500 words) explaining how insights from minimum TWO and maximum FOUR areas of applied linguistics may

· help us understand the problem issue better, and/or

· offer possible ways of dealing with the problem

Make sure you back up your choice of Applied Linguistic areas by referring specifically to the appropriate lectures and assigned readings. Remember that you do not have to ‘solve’ the problem in the essay. Rather, you should explain how you think insights from Applied Linguistics might help you to understand the problem better and come to an answer.

How to pass

· think Appling-wise about your own teaching, especially in conversation with partner/Cot.

· note exam rubrics (esp. about "no need to solve the problem").

· consider all the areas covered by lectures

· refer explicitly to lectures and readings.

· write a proper (mini)essay - accurate, appropriate language, clear overall structure (cf. writing criteria)

How to fail

· waffle - irrelevant/unrelated points.

· over-generalised, overconfident claims.

· superficial ‘methodology’ without underlying principle or theory

· bad/ inaccessible writing.

SCORING
Scores Part I

	PASS+ (2 points)
	Description is correct, detailed and phrased appropriately. Shows full understanding of the key term.



	PASS  (1 point)
	Description shows familiarity with the substance of

the key term but is not detailed enough and/or 

phrased inappropriately.



	FAIL  (0 points)
	Understanding of the key term cannot be ascertained 

from the description. ‘Dump truck’ answers. 

Examples given, but it is not clear how they are 

supposed to be understood.




Scores Part II

CONTENT  (For each descriptor: 2/1/0 x 1.5 = max. 12 points)

1. Awareness of AL areas.

2. Application of the areas to the problem.

3. Convincing and effective argumentation.

4. Evidence of sources i.e. reference to lectures or reading.

LANGUAGE  (For each descriptor: 2/1/0  = max. 6 points)

1. Accuracy (grammar, spelling, etc.)

2. Word choice (appropriate vocabulary)

3. Style (appropriate and consistent register)

DISCOURSE  (For each descriptor: 2/1/0 = max. 6 points)

1. Coherence (Does it make sense?).

2. Cohesion (well-built, hangs together).

3. Layout (underlining, paragraphs, margins, legibility etc.)

