CETT Applied linguistics lectures






2006-2007 autumn

 Enyedi Á.








23 November 

Second thoughts on assessing your students

.


Testing 

vs.

 Continuous assessment

	           Testing           a measuring tool
	Continuous assessment    a pedagogical tool

	concerned with objectivity


              validity



   reliability



  statistics



  item analysis



  piloting

          (            the language product
	concerned with feedback (attitude/effort)

                          evaluation

                          encouragement

                          teaching/learning

                          motivation

                          effort, persistence, attitude

             (         the language learners

	Reasons for testing: 


placing students


selecting students


finding out about weaknesses


                            progress

                                        achievement

                                        proficiency
	Reasons for continuous assessment:

          tick off duty

          establish standing of lessons

                (competition with other subjects)

          disciplining

          demonstrate power

          offer a learning tool


Continuous assessment enables you to assess over a period of weeks or months those aspects of a student’s performance which cannot normally be assessed as satisfactorily by means of tests. (p. 116)

2. Tests /Quizzes

Problem areas:



putting the test together 

	look through the book or test booklet 



select, adapt, order tasks



personalise (in-jokes!)



wording instructions

	Groups A/B (?)

planning scoring

making it look nice 

copying!!



administering the test



teacher’s role (police vs. facilitator) 



duties before, during and after student start working



Cambridge exam instructions for invigilators 

“I is the invigilator’s duty to ensure that the candidates are under close supervision and also to create the best possible environment for the candidates to perform according to their best abilities.”


correcting and grading



Are students interested in the correct answers or in the grade?



Do they worry about fairness and consistency or reliability and validity?



Is success measured by students in comparing result to self or others?



strategies for correcting

Alternatives?

3. Homework / extra work /composition

Summative vs. Formative feedback
Idea, effort, attitude vs. written performance
Accuracy vs. content




mark + things too!

mark /signal mistakes, don’t correct

select!

give personal comments not (just) a grade

4. Oral production / classwork

Summative vs. Formative feedback 
Idea, effort, attitude vs. oral performance
Accuracy vs. fluency




Danger: washback effect!

5. Self, peer and group assessment

Validity vs. pedagogical purpose

6. What can you observe when watching a class write a test?

__________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

	If you really want to understand what goes on in an education system, 
     all you need to do is to look at the way they assess their students.


Reading:
Heaton, J.B. (1990). Classroom testing. London, Longman. pp. 9-18, 116-124.

